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elly O’Rourke launched her eponymous sustainable womenswear brand from a studio behind her
parents’ house on a farm in Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim, in February 2023.

After graduating from Limerick School of Art and Design with a degree in fashion design in 2018, Kelly
would go on to gain industry experience with designers in Barcelona and in Istanbul before a planned
move to London to work in the fashion industry was disrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The failed move proved to be something of a twist of fate for the 31-year-old as it led her to fast-track a
long-term ambition to run her own fashion business.

“I' always wanted to set up my own brand or my own company. The goal was to have the creative
freedom to design what | wanted to design. That’s why | set up Kelly O’Rourke, an independent Irish
fashion label offering comfortable, ethical and versatile clothes for women who value craftsmanship,
femininity and considered design,” she says.

The company sells online direct to consumer and is marketed mainly through social media and Meta
advertising. Kelly has released two collections to date - a spring/summer and autumn/winter line - and
now works with a part-time seamstress to produce her wares.

While she is still building the customer base and brand awareness needed for a higher price-point
product, Kelly has already secured coverage in Leitrim Life, Irish Country Magazine, the Irish
Independent, Irish Times and Irish Tatler.

“l can see it slowly building. I'm building more awareness and with that comes more interest,” says Kelly,
who aims to kick-start the promotion of her autumn/winter collection and continue building towards
having her own premises over the coming months.

She joined ACORNS 11 after hearing positive feedback about the programme from another participant.
The programme has given her access to mentorship, encouragement and a peer network at an important
stage in the business.
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